THE GREAT SOCIAL REVOLUTIONS
first to demand constitutional government in France,1
Vilfredo Pareto is of opinion that the downfall of the
ancien regime was caused by the ruling classes having
adopted opinions contrary to their interests and to their
power, by which their force of resistance was paralysed.2
While Cunow forgets to mention the nobles among those
imbued with the new spirit, he is committing another
gross error in saying that the revolutionary current had
affected " not only the commercial middle class but
almost the entire third estate ". This sentence contains
a double fallacy. For the commercial middle class was
the least revolutionary part of the whole nation. They
had not the slightest reason for discontent, being furthered
and favoured by the government in every possible way.3
They were endowed with privileges, received subven-
tions and honours; the highest nobility, the royal
princes themselves took part in founding new industries ;
far from fettering industry and the productive forces,
*  A very important part in preparing the political revolution was played
by the Freemasons.   Almost all educated persons, a great part of the aristo-
cracy, and even a good many Catholic priests belonged to them.   Cf. Louis
Amiable, Une Loge magonnique tfavant 1789 (Paris, 1897); Louis Madelin,
Le Crepuscule de la monarcMe (Paris, 1936); and the brilliant biography
of  Paul Jones by Valentine Thomson, Le Corsairs chez Flmperafrice
(Paris, 1936).
*  Cf. Pareto,   TraiU de Sociologte generate  (Paris-Lausanne,   1917),
p. 1406.   The fact is certainly true, though it is but a part of the truth.
Pareto is, moreover, mistaken in his belief that the Royal Government and
the Royalist nobility did not dare or wish to make a stand and employ
force against the revolution.   They tried it repeatedly, but generally at the
wrong moment and, owing to the irresolution of the king, half-heartedly,
and were also handicapped by the growing indiscipline of the troops.   In
the Vendee, however, their resistance cost France several hundred thousand
dead and endangered the existence of the Republican government.
a " French industry existed only owing to initiative and furtherance on
the part of Royalty", P. Mantoux, La Revolution indusfrulk, p. 5*
Cf. Carre, " Histoire de Louis XVI. Le Regime ficonomique ", ia Lavisse,
HhtQire de France, vol. ix. pp. 203 sqq.
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